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An epistemological issue concerns the question of

what is (or should be) regarded as acceptable

knowledge in a discipline.

 

Central issue : Whether the social world can and

should be studied according to the same

principles, procedures as the natural sciences

 

 



 



 

EPISTOMOLOGY 

Positivism
(Quantitative)

Interpretivism
(Qualitative)



Positivism

Advocates the application of the methods

of the natural sciences to the study of

social sciences

 

The purpose of theory is to generate

hyphotheses that can be tested and that

will allow explanations of laws to be

assessed (deductivism)



Interpretivism

A contrasting epistemology to positivism 

 

Interpretivists believe that the social

sciences (the people and their

institutions) is fundamentally different

from that of the natural sciences



Interpretivism

Emphasise on the distinctiveness of

humans as against the natural order

(respect the differences between people

and the objects of the natural sciences

and therefore requires the social scientist

to grasp the subjective meaning of social

action)





Interpretivism

Gain access to people’ s ‘common sense

thinking’ and hence to interpret their

actions and their social world from their

point of view. 

Multiple realities – what true for you

might not be true to others





Common contrasts between quantitative and qualitative 
research (Bryman, 2004)
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EXAMPLES OF 
Qualitative research types

Biography

Case study 

Etnography

Phenomenology

Grounded theory



EXAMPLES OF 
Quantitative research types

Experiment

Regression

Correlation 

Survey 



Steps in quantitative research
(deductive)





Steps in qualitative 
research (inductive)


















